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July 2026 Current Affairs for Defence & School Entrance Examinations
ORC Sainik Academy presents this month-wise current affairs resource for aspirants preparing for CDS, NDA, AFCAT, RIMC, RMS and Sainik School examinations. The material focuses on high-value factual areas including appointments, retirements, obituaries, important days, awards and honours, defence, science & technology and sports.
1. Appointments & Important Office Holders
	No.
	Topic / Person
	One-Liner / Key Fact

	1
	Gen Dhiraj Seth
	Assumed charge as Chief of the Army Staff on 1 July 2026; became the 31st COAS.

	2
	Lt Gen Sandeep Jain
	Assumed appointment as Vice Chief of the Army Staff on 1 July 2026.

	3
	Lt Gen Rajesh Pushkar
	Assumed command of the Southern Command.

	4
	Air Marshal Tejinder Singh
	Assumed charge as Chief of Integrated Defence Staff to the Chairman, Chiefs of Staff Committee.

	5
	Anurag Jain
	Appointed CEO of NITI Aayog.

	6
	T. Srinivasa Kumar
	Appointed Secretary, Ministry of Earth Sciences.

	7
	Anurag Kumar
	Appointed Commissioner of Delhi Police.

	8
	Rajiv Kumar
	Approved by RBI as part-time Chairman of HDFC Bank.

	9
	Saadia Zahidi
	Selected as the next Director General of IATA.

	10
	Ashiss Kumar Dash
	Named CEO-designate of Infosys.

	11
	Shatmanyu Shrivastava
	Appointed Executive Director (Finance & Accounts) and CFO of LIC.

	12
	Ngulkham Jathom Gangte
	Appointed India's next Ambassador to Mexico.



2. Retirement / Change of Office
	No.
	Topic / Person
	One-Liner / Key Fact

	1
	Gen Upendra Dwivedi
	Superannuated on 30 June 2026 and relinquished the post of COAS; succeeded by Gen Dhiraj Seth.

	2
	Lt Gen Sandeep Jain
	Moved from Army Commander, Southern Command to Vice Chief of Army Staff.

	3
	Dharmendra Pradhan
	Resigned as Union Education Minister; Pralhad Joshi was given charge of the Education Ministry.



3. Obituaries
	No.
	Topic / Person
	One-Liner / Key Fact

	1
	Gen Vishwa Nath Sharma
	Former 15th Chief of Army Staff; died in July 2026.

	2
	Teejan Bai
	Legendary Pandavani folk singer and Padma Vibhushan awardee.

	3
	S. Janaki
	Celebrated playback singer, popularly known as the 'Nightingale of South India'.

	4
	Girish Bharadwaj
	Padma Shri awardee engineer known for low-cost suspension bridges; known as the 'Bridge Man of India'.

	5
	R. Chezhiyan
	National Award-winning cinematographer, director and writer.

	6
	Pandit Pratap Pawar
	Padma Shri-honoured Kathak exponent and disciple of Pandit Birju Maharaj.

	7
	Moozhikkal Pankajakshi
	Padma Shri awardee associated with Kerala's Nokkuvidya Pavakkali puppetry.



4. Important Days – July 2026
	No.
	Topic / Person
	One-Liner / Key Fact

	1
	1 July
	National Doctors' Day.

	2
	1–7 July
	Van Mahotsav.

	3
	11 July
	World Population Day.

	4
	15 July
	World Youth Skills Day.

	5
	17 July
	World Day for International Justice.

	6
	18 July
	Nelson Mandela International Day.

	7
	26 July
	Kargil Vijay Diwas – commemorates India's victory in the 1999 Kargil War.

	8
	28 July
	World Hepatitis Day.

	9
	29 July
	International Tiger Day.



5. Defence Current Affairs
	No.
	Topic / Person
	One-Liner / Key Fact

	1
	Army leadership
	Gen Dhiraj Seth became the 31st Chief of Army Staff.

	2
	Army command
	Lt Gen Sandeep Jain became Vice Chief of Army Staff; Lt Gen Rajesh Pushkar took command of Southern Command.

	3
	Integrated Defence
	Air Marshal Tejinder Singh assumed charge as CISC.

	4
	India–Rwanda
	2nd Joint Defence Cooperation Committee meeting was held in New Delhi on 6–7 July; cooperation included training, exercises, medical cooperation and defence industry.

	5
	Samudra Pradakshina
	Concluded as a tri-services all-women circumnavigation sailing expedition.

	6
	INS Malvan
	Indian Navy commissioned the second Mahe-class Anti-Submarine Warfare Shallow Water Craft.

	7
	Kusha
	DRDO conducted a maiden flight test associated with India's indigenous long-range surface-to-air missile programme.

	8
	Bhargavastra
	Indigenous counter-swarm drone system demonstrated.

	9
	D-Propulse
	Demonstrated a 5 kN air-breathing rotating detonation engine at TRL-5.

	10
	Operation Southern Readiness 26-2
	Multinational maritime exercise hosted by the Indian Navy at Kochi.

	11
	India–Indonesia defence cooperation
	Defence cooperation advanced during bilateral engagements.



6. Science & Technology
	No.
	Topic / Person
	One-Liner / Key Fact

	1
	Vikram-1
	Skyroot Aerospace's privately developed orbital launch vehicle marked a major milestone for India's private space sector.

	2
	SpaDeX
	India became the fourth country to demonstrate space docking and undocking.

	3
	Chandrayaan-3
	India achieved a soft landing near the Moon's south polar region and became the first country to achieve this.

	4
	Aditya-L1
	India's first solar observatory mission.

	5
	SSLV
	Development completed and technology transfer to Indian industry advanced.

	6
	BOHR satellite
	Demonstrated tritium-based betavoltaic power technology.

	7
	Private space ecosystem
	Government material reported more than 400 space startups in 2026.

	8
	Quantum Key Distribution
	DRDO continued work on indigenous QKD technology and military field trials.



7. Awards & Honours
	No.
	Topic / Person
	One-Liner / Key Fact

	1
	Bintang Adipurna
	Conferred on Prime Minister Narendra Modi by Indonesia; described as Indonesia's highest civilian honour.

	2
	72nd National Film Awards – Best Actor
	Mammootty for Bramayugam.

	3
	Ustad Bismillah Khan Yuva Puraskar 2024–25
	Acharya Ranchhodlalji Goswami for Haveli Sangeet.

	4
	National Awards for e-Governance 2026 – Gold Award
	ICMR's ICMR-MINDS initiative.

	5
	2026 Fields Medal
	Awarded to Yu Deng, Wang Hong, John Pardon and Jacob Tsimerman.

	6
	International Mathematical Olympiad 2026
	India won 2 gold and 4 silver medals.

	7
	International Physics Olympiad 2026
	All five Indian participants won gold medals.



8. Sports Current Affairs
	No.
	Topic / Person
	One-Liner / Key Fact

	1
	PV Sindhu
	Won the Japan Open badminton title.

	2
	Anahat Singh
	Won the World Junior Squash Championship; became the first Indian to win a world squash title at any level.

	3
	Viswanathan Anand
	Became interim FIDE President.

	4
	V. S. Rathanvel
	Became India's 99th Chess Grandmaster.

	5
	Aswath S
	Became India's 98th Chess Grandmaster.

	6
	Gulveer Singh
	Won silver in men's 10,000m at the Commonwealth Games.

	7
	Dilip Mahadu Gavit
	Won men's T47 100m gold and set a Commonwealth Games record of 10.71 seconds.

	8
	Asmita Dey
	Won women's 48 kg judo gold.

	9
	Harsh Singh
	Won men's 60 kg judo gold.

	10
	Esha Singh
	Won women's 25m pistol gold at the ISSF World Cup in Hangzhou.

	11
	Manu Bhaker
	Won bronze in the same 25m pistol event.

	12
	Aman Sehrawat
	Won gold in men's 57 kg freestyle wrestling at the Budapest Ranking Series.

	13
	Indian women's cricket team
	Won the Lord's Test against England by 270 runs.

	14
	Sourav Ganguly and Anjum Chopra
	Inducted into the ICC Hall of Fame.

	15
	Neeraj Chopra
	Named to lead India's Commonwealth Games contingent.

	16
	Mirabai Chanu and Lovlina Borgohain
	Named India's opening-ceremony flag-bearers for the Commonwealth Games.

	17
	Sarvesh Kushare
	Set a national high-jump record of 2.31 m.

	18
	Gurindervir Singh
	Set India's men's 100m national record of 10.09 seconds.

	19
	Novak Djokovic
	Set a Wimbledon men's singles match-win record of 106 wins.

	20
	Badminton Association of India
	Adopted a 3×15 domestic badminton scoring system from July 2026.



9. Super-Important 25 Facts for NDA / CDS / AFCAT
1. Who became the 31st Chief of Army Staff? — Gen Dhiraj Seth.
2. Who became Vice Chief of Army Staff? — Lt Gen Sandeep Jain.
3. Who became Chief of Integrated Defence Staff? — Air Marshal Tejinder Singh.
4. Who became GOC-in-C Southern Command? — Lt Gen Rajesh Pushkar.
5. Who became CEO of NITI Aayog? — Anurag Jain.
6. Who became Secretary, Earth Sciences? — T. Srinivasa Kumar.
7. Who became Delhi Police Commissioner? — Anurag Kumar.
8. Who was selected as the next IATA Director General? — Saadia Zahidi.
9. Who won Best Actor at the 72nd National Film Awards? — Mammootty.
10. Which honour did PM Narendra Modi receive from Indonesia? — Bintang Adipurna.
11. Who became interim FIDE President? — Viswanathan Anand.
12. Who became India's 99th Chess Grandmaster? — V. S. Rathanvel.
13. Who became India's 98th Chess Grandmaster? — Aswath S.
14. Who won the Japan Open badminton title? — PV Sindhu.
15. Who became India's first World Junior Squash Champion? — Anahat Singh.
16. Who set a 2.31 m national high-jump record? — Sarvesh Kushare.
17. What was Gurindervir Singh's 100m national record? — 10.09 seconds.
18. Who won men's T47 100m Commonwealth Games gold? — Dilip Mahadu Gavit.
19. Who won women's 25m pistol gold at the ISSF World Cup? — Esha Singh.
20. Who became interim FIDE President? — Viswanathan Anand.
21. What is India's first solar observatory? — Aditya-L1.
22. Which mission made India the fourth country to demonstrate space docking? — SpaDeX.
23. When is Kargil Vijay Diwas observed? — 26 July.
24. Which former COAS died in July 2026? — Gen Vishwa Nath Sharma.
25. Which legendary Pandavani artist died in July 2026? — Teejan Bai.
Why Current Affairs Matter for Defence & Military School Entrance Exams
Current affairs form an important part of the General Knowledge and General Studies preparation for competitive examinations. Aspirants should revise current affairs through short factual notes, connect appointments with institutions, remember important defence exercises and commands, and track major developments in science, space, sports and national and international awards.
ORC Sainik Academy provides structured preparation for NDA, CDS, AFCAT, RIMC, RMS and Sainik School examinations, with emphasis on concept building, current affairs, disciplined revision and exam-oriented practice.
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